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: ﺇﻧﻪ ﺧﻄﺐ ﺑﻬﺎ ﻭﻫﻮ ﺑﺎﻟﻨﺨﻴﻠﺔ ﺧﺎﺭﺟﺎً ﻣﻦ ﺍﻟﻜﻮﻓﺔ ﺇﻟﻰ ﺻﻔﻴﻦ:ﻭﻣﻦ ﺧﻄﺒﺔ ﻟﻪ )ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺍﻟﺴﻼﻡ( ﻋﻨﺪ ﺍﻟﻤﺴﻴﺮ ﺇﻟﻰ ﺍﻟﺸﺎﻡ ﻗﻴﻞ
Delivered at the time of marching towards Syria.
.ِ ﻭَﻻَ ﻣُﻜَﺎﻓَﺎَ ﺍﻻْﻓْﻀَﺎﻝ، ﻭﺍﻟْﺤَﻤْﺪُ ﷲِ ﻏَﻴْﺮَ ﻣَﻔْﻘُﻮﺩِ ﺍﻻْﻧْﻌَﺎﻡ،َ ﻭَﺍﻟْﺤَﻤْﺪُ ﷲِ ﻛُﻠﱠﻤَﺎ ﻻَﺡَ ﻧَﺠْﻢٌ ﻭَﺧَﻔَﻖ،َﺍﻟْﺤَﻤْﺪُ ﷲِ ﻛُﻠﱠﻤَﺎ ﻭَﻗَﺐَ ﻟَﻴْﻞٌ ﻭَﻏَﺴَﻖ
Praise is due to Allāh when night spreads and darkens, and praise be to Allāh
whenever the star shines and sets. And praise be to Allāh whose bounty never
misses and whose favours cannot be repaid.
،ْ ﻭَﻗَﺪْ ﺭَﺃَﻳْﺖُ ﺃَﻥْ ﺃَﻗْﻄَﻊَ ﻫﺬِﻩِ ﺍﻟْﻨﱡﻄْﻔَﺔَ ﺇِﻟَﻰ ﺷِﺮْﺫِﻣَﺔ ﻣِﻨْﻜُﻢ، ﺣَﺘﱠﻰ ﻳﺄْﺗِﻴَﻬُﻢْ ﺃَﻣْﺮِﻱ،ِ ﻭَﺃَﻣَﺮْﺗُﻬُﻢْ ﺑِﻠُﺰُﻭﻡِ ﻫﺬَﺍ ﺍﻟﻤِﻠْﻄَﺎﻁ، ﻓَﻘَﺪْ ﺑَﻌَﺜْﺖُ ﻣُﻘَﺪﱢﻣَﺘِﻲ،ُﺃَﻣّﺎ ﺑَﻌْﺪ
.ْ ﻭَﺃَﺟْﻌَﻠَﻬُﻢْ ﻣِﻦْ ﺃَﻣْﺪَﺍﺩِ ﺍﻟْﻘُﻮﱠﺓِ ﻟَﻜُﻢ،ْ ﻓَﺄُﻧْﻬِﻀَﻬُﻢْ ﻣَﻌَﻜُﻢْ ﺇِﻟَﻰ ﻋَﺪُﻭﱢﻛُﻢ،َﻣُﻮَﻃﱢﻨِﻴﻦَ ﺃَﻛْﻨَﺎﻑَ ﺩَﺟْﻠَﺔ
Well, I have sent forward my vanguard [1] and have ordered them to remain in
camp on this bank of the River till my order reaches them. My intention is that I
should cross this water over to the small habitation of people residing on the sides
of the Tigris and rouse them to march with you towards the enemy and keep them
as auxiliary force for you.
ً ﻭﻳﻘﺎﻝ ﺫﻟﻚ ﺃﻳﻀﺎ، ﻭﻫﻮ ﺷﺎﻃﯩء ﺍﻟﻔﺮﺍﺕ، ﺍﻟﺴّﻤْﺖَ ﺍﻟﺬﻱ ﺃﻣﺮﻫﻢ ﺑﻠﺰﻭﻣﻪ: ﻳﻌﻨﻲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺍﻟﺴﻼﻡ ﺑﺎﻟﻤﻠﻄﺎﻁ ﻫﺎ ﻫﻨﺎ: ﺃﻗﻮﻝ:ﻗﺎﻝ ﺍﻟﺴﻴﺪ ﺍﻟﺸﺮﻳﻒ
. ﻭﻫﻮ ﻣﻦ ﻏﺮﻳﺐ ﺍﻟﻌﺒﺎﺭﺍﺕ ﻭﻋﺠﻴﺒﻬﺎ، ﻣﺎﺀ ﺍﻟﻔﺮﺍﺕ: ﻭﻳﻌﻨﻲ ﺑﺎﻟﻨﻄﻔﺔ. ﻭﺃﺻﻠﻪ ﻣﺎ ﺍﺳﺘﻮﻯ ﻣﻦ ﺍﻻَﺭﺽ،ﻟﺸﺎﻃﯩء ﺍﻟﺒﺤﺮ
as-Sayyid ar-Raḍī says: Here by “milṭāṭ” Amīr al-mu’minīn has meant the direction
where he had ordered the men to camp and that was the bank of the Euphrates,
and “milṭāṭ” is used for the bank of a river although its literal meaning is level
ground whereas by “nuṭfah” he means the water of the Euphrates, and these are
amazing expressions.

Footnote :
[1] Amīr al-mu’minīn delivered this sermon when he camped at the Valley of anNukhaylah on Wednesday the 5th Shawwal 37 A.H. on his way to Ṣiffīn. The
Vanguard mentioned herein means the twelve thousand persons whom he had sent
towards Ṣiffīn under the command of Ziyād ibn an-Naḍr and Shurayh ibn Hāni,
while the small force of al-Madā‘in mentioned by him was a contingent of twelve
hundred men who had come up in response to Amīr al-mu’minīn’s call.
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