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 ﻭﻗﺪﻡ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻋﺎﻣﻼﻩ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﻴﻤﻦ ـ ﻭﻫﻤﺎ،ﻭﻣﻦ ﺧﻄﺒﺔ ﻟﻪ )ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺍﻟﺴﻼﻡ( ﻭﻗﺪ ﺗﻮﺍﺗﺮﺕ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺍﻻَﺧﺒﺎﺭ ﺑﺎﺳﺘﻴﻼﺀِ ﺃﺻﺤﺎﺏ ﻣﻌﺎﻭﻳﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﺒﻼﺩ
 ﻓﻘﺎﻡ )ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺍﻟﺴﻼﻡ( ﺇﻟﻰ ﺍﻟﻤﻨﺒﺮ ﺿﺠﺮﺍً ﺑﺘﺜﺎﻗﻞ ﺃَﺻﺤﺎﺑﻪ ﻋﻦ،ﻋﺒﻴﺪﺍﷲ ﺑﻦ ﺍﻟﻌﺒﺎﺱ ﻭﺳﻌﻴﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻧﻤﺮﺍﻥ ـ ﻟﻤّﺎ ﻏﻠﺐ ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ ﺑُﺴْﺮُ ﺑﻦ ﺃﺑﻲ ﺃَﺭْﻃَﺎﺓ
: ﻭﻗﺎﻝ، ﻭﻣﺨﺎﻟﻔﺘﻬﻢ ﻟﻪ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﺮﺃْﻱ،ﺍﻟﺠﻬﺎﺩ
When Amīr al-mu’minīn received successive news that Mu‘āwiyah’s men were
occupying cities, [1] and his own officers in Yemen namely ‘Ubaydullāh ibn ‘Abbās
and Said ibn Nimrān came to him retreating after being overpowered by Busr ibn
Abi Arṭāt, he was much disturbed by the slackness of his own men in jihād and their
difference with his opinion. Proceeding on to the pulpit he said :
!ُ ﻓَﻘَﺒﱠﺤَﻚِ ﺍﷲ، ﺗَﻬُﺐﱡ ﺃَﻋَﺎﺻِﻴﺮُﻙ،ِ ﺇﻥْ ﻟَﻢْ ﺗَﻜُﻮﻧﻲ ﺇِﻻﱠ ﺃَﻧْﺖ، ﺃﻗْﺒِﻀُﻬَﺎ ﻭَﺃَﺑْﺴُﻄُﻬَﺎ،ُﻣَﺎ ﻫِﻲَ ﺇِﻻﱠ ﺍﻟﻜُﻮﻓَﺔ
Nothing (is left to me) but Kūfah which I can hold and extend (which is in my hand
to play with). (O Kūfah) if this is your condition that whirlwinds continue blowing
through you then Allah may destroy you.
ِ ﻣِﻦْ ﺫَﺍ ﺍﻻْﻧَﺎﺀِ ـ ﻗَﻠِﻴﻞ- ٍ ﻟَﻌَﻤْﺮُ ﺃَﺑِﻴﻚَ ﺍﻟﺨَﻴْﺮِ ﻳَﺎ ﻋَﻤْﺮُﻭﺇِﻧﱠﻨﻲ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﻭَﺿَﺮ:ﻭﺗﻤﺜّﻞ ﺑﻘﻮﻝ ﺍﻟﺸﺎﻋﺮ
Then he illustrated with the verse of a poet : O ‘Amr! By your good father’s life. I
have received only a small bit of fat from this pot (fat that remains sticking to it after
it has been emptied).
ْ ﻭَﺗَﻔَﺮﱡﻗِﻜُﻢ،ْ ﻭَﺇِﻧﱢﻲ ﻭَﺍﷲِ ﻻَﻇُﻦﱡ ﻫؤُﻻﺀِ ﺍﻟﻘَﻮْﻡَ ﺳَﻴُﺪَﺍﻟُﻮﻥَ ﻣِﻨْﻜُﻢْ ﺑِﺎﺟْﺘِﻤﺎﻋِﻬﻢْ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﺑَﺎﻃِﻠِﻬﻢ،َ ﺃُﻧْﺒِﺌْﺖُ ﺑُﺴْﺮﺍً ﻗَﺪِ ﺍﻃﱠﻠَﻊَ ﺍﻟَﻴﻤﻦ:(ﺛﻢ ﻗﺎﻝ )ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺍﻟﺴﻼﻡ
 ﻭَﺑِﺼَﻼَﺣِﻬﻢْ ﻓﻲ،ْ ﻭَﺑِﺄَﺩَﺍﺋِﻬِﻢُ ﺍﻻْﻣَﺎﻧَﺔَ ﺇِﻟَﻰ ﺻَﺎﺣِﺒِﻬِﻢْ ﻭَﺧِﻴَﺎﻧَﺘِﻜُﻢ،ِ ﻭَﻃَﺎﻋَﺘِﻬِﻢْ ﺇِﻣَﺎﻣَﻬُﻢْ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﺒَﺎﻃِﻞ، ﻭَﺑِﻤَﻌْﺼِﻴَﺘِﻜُﻢْ ﺇِﻣَﺎﻣَﻜُﻢْ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﺤَﻖﱢ،ْﻋَﻦْ ﺣَﻘﱢﻜُﻢ
.ِ ﻓَﻠَﻮ ﺍﺋْﺘَﻤَﻨْﺖُ ﺃَﺣَﺪَﻛُﻢْ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﻗَﻌْﺐ ﻟَﺨَﺸِﻴﺖُ ﺃَﻥْ ﻳَﺬْﻫَﺐَ ﺑِﻌِﻼَﻗَﺘِﻪ،ْﺑِﻼَﺩِﻫِﻢْ ﻭَﻓَﺴَﺎﺩِﻛُﻢ
Then he continued : I have been informed that Busr has overpowered Yemen. By
Allāh, I have begun thinking about these people that they would shortly snatch
away the whole country through their unity on their wrong and your disunity (from
your own right), and separation, your disobedience of your Imam in matters of right
and their obedience to their leader in matters of wrong, their fulfilment of the trust in
favour of their master and your betrayal, their good work in their cities and your
mischief. Even if I give you charge of a wooden bowl I fear you would run away with
its handle.
ُ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻬُﻢﱠ ﻣِﺚْ ﻗُﻠُﻮﺑَﻬُﻢْ ﻛَﻤَﺎ ﻳُﻤَﺎﺙ، ﻭﺃَﺑْﺪِﻟُﻬﻢْ ﺑِﻲ ﺷَﺮﱠﺍً ﻣِﻨﱢﻰ،ْ ﻓَﺄَﺑْﺪِﻟﻨِﻲ ﺑِﻬِﻢْ ﺧَﻴْﺮﺍً ﻣِﻨْﻬُﻢ، ﻭَﺳَﺌِﻤْﺘُﻬُﻢْ ﻭَﺳَﺌِﻤُﻮﻧﻲ،ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻬُﻢﱠ ﺇِﻧﱢﻲ ﻗَﺪْ ﻣَﻠِﻠْﺘُﻬُﻢْ ﻭَﻣَﻠﱡﻮﻧﻲ
،ِﺍﻟْﻤِﻠْﺢُ ﻓِﻲ ﺍﻟْﻤَﺎﺀ
O my Allāh they are disgusted of me and I am disgusted of them. They are weary of
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me and I am weary of them. Change them for me with better ones and change me
for them with worse one. O my Allāh melt their hearts as salt melts in water.
 ﺃَﺗَﺎﻙَ ﻣِﻨْﻬُﻢْ ﻓَﻮَﺍﺭِﺱُ ﻣِﺜْﻞُ ﺃَﺭْﻣِﻴَﺔِ ﺍﻟﺤَﻤِﻴﻢ،َ ﻟَﻮْ ﺩَﻋَﻮْﺕ،َ ﻫُﻨَﺎﻟِﻚ: ﺃَﻣَﺎﻭَﺍﷲِ ﻟَﻮَﺩِﺩْﺕُ ﺃَﻥﱠ ﻟِﻲ ﺑِﻜُﻢْ ﺃَﻟﻒَ ﻓَﺎﺭِﺱ ﻣِﻦْ ﺑَﻨِﻲ ﻓِﺮَﺍﺱِ ﺑْﻦِ ﻏَﻨْﻢ
By Allāh I wish I had only a thousand horsemen of Banu Firās ibn Ghanm (as the
poet says) : If you call them the horsemen would come to you like the summer
cloud.
.ﺛﻢ ﻧﺰﻝ )ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺍﻟﺴﻼﻡ( ﻣﻦ ﺍﻟﻤﻨﺒﺮ
(Thereafter Amīr al-mu’minīn alighted from the pulpit)
 ﻭﺇﻧﻤﺎ ﺧﺺّ ﺍﻟﺸﺎﻋﺮ، ﻭﻗﺖ ﺍﻟﺼﻴﻒ: ﻭﺍﻟﺤﻤﻴﻢ ﻓﻲ ﻫﺬﺍ ﺍﻟﻤﻮﺿﻊ، ﺍﻟﺴﺤﺎﺏ: ﻭﺍﻻﺭﻣﻴﺔ ﺟﻤﻊ ﺭَﻣﻲﱟ ﻭﻫﻮ: ﻗﻠﺖُ ﺃﻧﺎ:ﻗﺎﻝ ﺍﻟﺴﻴﺪ ﺍﻟﺸﺮﻳﻒ
 ﻭﺫﻟﻚ ﻻ، ﻭﺇﻧﻤﺎ ﻳﻜﻮﻥ ﺍﻟﺴﺤﺎﺏ ﺛﻘﻴﻞ ﺍﻟﺴﻴﺮ ﻻﻣﺘﻼﺋﻪ ﺑﺎﻟﻤﺎﺀ، ﻻﻧﻪ ﻻ ﻣﺎﺀ ﻓﻴﻪ،ً ﻭَﺃﺳﺮﻉ ﺧُﻔﻮﻓﺎ،ًﺳﺤﺎﺏ ﺍﻟﺼﻴﻒ ﺑﺎﻟﺬﻛﺮ ﻻﻧﻪ ﺃﺷﺪ ﺟﻔﻮﻻ
: ﻭﺍﻟﺪﻟﻴﻞ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺫﻟﻚ ﻗﻮﻟﻪ، ﻭﺍﻻﻏﺎﺛﺔ ﺇﺫﺍ ﺍﺳﺘﻐﻴﺜﻮﺍ، ﻭﺇﻧﻤﺎ ﺃﺭﺍﺩ ﺍﻟﺸﺎﻋﺮ ﻭﺻﻔﻬﻢ ﺑﺎﻟﺴﺮﻋﺔ ﺇﺫﺍ ﺩُﻋﻮﺍ،ﻳﻜﻮﻥ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻻﻛﺜﺮ ﺇﻻ ﺯﻣﺎﻥ ﺍﻟﺸﺘﺎﺀ
.«... ﺃﺗﺎﻙ ﻣﻨﻬﻢ، ﻟﻮ ﺩﻋﻮﺕ،»ﻫﻨﺎﻟﻚ
as-Sayyid ar-Raḍī says: In this verse the word “armiyah” is plural of “ramiyy” which
means cloud and “hamīm” here means summer. The poet has particularised the
cloud of summer because it moves swiftly. This is because it is devoid of water
while a cloud moves slowly when it is laden with rain. Such clouds generally appear
(in Arabia) in winter. By this verse the poet intends to convey that when they are
called and referred to for help they approach with rapidity and this is borne by the
first line “if you call them they will reach you.”

Footnote :
[1] When after arbitration Mu‘āwiyah’s position was stabilised he began thinking of
taking possession of Amīr al-mu’minīn’s cities and extend his domain. He sent his
armies to different areas in order that they might secure allegiance for Mu‘āwiyah
by force. In this connection he sent Busr ibn Abi Arṭāt to Hijāz and he shed blood of
thousands of innocent persons from Hijāz up to Yemen, burnt alive tribes after
tribes in fire and killed even children, so much so that he butchered two young boys
of ‘Ubaydullāh ibn ‘Abbās the Governor of Yemen before their mother Juwayriyah
bint Khalid ibn Qaraz al-Kināniyyah.
When Amīr al-mu’minīn came to know of his slaughtering and blood shed he
thought of sending a contingent to crush him but due to continuous fighting people
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had become weary and showed heartlessness instead of zeal. When Amīr almu’minīn observed their shirking from war he delivered this sermon wherein he
roused them to enthusiasm and self respect, and prompted them to jihād by
describing before them the enemy’s wrongfulness and their own short-comings. At
last Jariyah ibn Qudāmah as-Sa'di responded to his call and taking an army of two
thousand set off in pursuit of Busr and chased him out of Amīr al-mu’minīn’s
domain.
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