. % Nahjul Balagha - Sayings requiring explanation 6
A-Q)L.JI @v"‘ by Imam Ali (as)
www.balagha.app

23 13] ne L) 4S5 O ke oy 02 301 00 01 W OIS 13) o 1 0] 2 (1 ake) o B

VI. A tradition of Amir al-mu’minin, peace be upon him, says: If a man has a “ad-
daynu’z-zanan” (i.e. doubtful loan) it is his duty to pay zakat thereon for all the past
years when he recovers it.
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as-Sayyid ar-Radi says: “az-zanun” is the loan about which the lender does not
know whether he will be able to recover it from the borrower. He is like the one who
hopes as well as loses hope. This is the most eloquent way of expression. In this
way everything about which you do not know where you stand would be zanun.
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In the same strain poet al-A‘sha (Maymun ibn Qays al Wa'ili [d. 7/629]) says:
The az-zanun well (i.e., the one that may or may not have water) which is also
deprived of the rain of the raining clouds cannot be compared to the Euphrates
whose waves are rising high and which is pushing away the boat as well as the
adept swimmer.

“judd” means the well (situated in a wilderness), while zantn is that about which it
is not known whether or not it has water.
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