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374. Another saying in the same strain runs as follows:
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So, among them (the Muslim community) there is he who disapproves evil with his
hand, tongue and heart. This man has perfectly attained the virtuous habits. And
among them there is he who disapproves evil with his tongue and heart but not with
his hand. This man has attained only two virtuous habits but lacks one. And among
them there is the third one who disapporves evil with his heart but not with his
tongue and hand. This is the one who lacks the two better qualities out of three and
holds only one. Then, among them there is also he who does not disapprove evil
either with his tongue, heart or hand. He is just a dead man among the living.
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All the virtuous deeds including war in the way of Allah as compared to the
persuasion for good and dissuasion from evil are just like spitting in the deep
ocean. The persuasion for good and dissuasion from evil do not bring death nearer
nor do they lessen the livelihood. And better than all this is to utter a just expression
before the tyrannical ruler.
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