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276. Amir al-mu’minin, peace be upon him, said: O’ my Allah, | seek Your
protection from this that | may appear to be good in the eyes of the people whilst my
inward self may be sinful before You, and that | may guard myself (from sins) only
for show before the people although You are aware of all about me. Thus, | appear
before the people in good shape although my evil deeds are placed before You.
This means achieving nearness to Your creatures but remoteness from Your
pleasure.
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