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266. Someone asked Amir al-mu’minin, peace be upon him, to define religion for
him, so he said: Come to me tomorrow so that | enlighten you in the presence of all
the people, so that if you forget what | say others might retain it, because an
utterance is like a fluttering prey which may be grappled with by someone but
missed by others.
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as-Sayyid ar-Radi says: We have already stated in the earlier chapter what Amir al-

mu’minin replied to this man, namely his saying (no. 31) “Faith stands on four
supports.”
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