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261. When the news of the attack of Mu‘awiyah’s men on al-Anbar reached Amir al-
mu’minin, peace be upon him, he himself came out walking till he reached an-
Nukhaylah, where people overtook him and said: “O’ Amir al-mu’minin, we are
enough for them,” then he said:
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You cannot be enough for me against yourselves, so how can you be enough for
me against others? Before me the people used to complain of the oppression of
their rulers but now | have to complain of the wrongful actions of my people; as
though | am led by them and they are the leaders or that | am the subject and they
are the rulers.
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The narrator says: When Amir al-mu’minin, peace be upon him, uttered this during
his long speech which we have included in the collection of sermons (No. 27), two
men from his companions advanced towards him and one of them said : | rule no
one except myself and my brother (Qur’an, 5:25). So, order us with your command,
O’ Amir al-mu’minin and we will accomplish it. Thereupon, Amir al-mu’minin, peace
be upon him, said: How can you two accomplish what | aim at?
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