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207. Amir al-mu’minin, peace be upon him, said: If you cannot forbear, feign to do
so because it is seldom that a man likens himself to a group and does not become
as one of them. [1]

Footnote :

[1] It means that if a person is not temperamentally forbearing he should try to be so
in the sense that he should put up a show of forbearance against his temperament.
Although he may feel some difficulty in curbing his temperament, the result will be
that by and by forbearance will become his temperamental trait and then no need to
feign will remain, because habit slowly develops into second nature.
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