. * Nahjul Balagha - Saying Number 199
/LBUI GET-‘ by Imam Ali (as)

www.balagha.app

s @158 5 1315 el pmarnd 13] 0l on - sl B b (oSl le) J85 88

199. Amir al-mu’minin, peace be upon him, said about the crowd of people: These
are the people who, when they assemble together, are overwhelming but when they
disperse they cannot be recognized.
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It is related that instead of this Amir al-mu’minin, peace be upon him, said: These
are the people who when they assemble together cause harm but when they
disperse are beneficial. It was pointed out to him: We know their harm at the time of
their assembling but what is their benefit at the time of their dispersal? Then he
replied: The workers return to their work and people get benefit out of them, like the
return of the mason to the building site, that of the weaver to his loom, and that of
the baker to his bakery.
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