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ﻭﻣﻦ ﻛﺘﺎﺏ ﻟﻪ )ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺍﻟﺴﻼﻡ( ﺇﻟﻰ ﺍﻟﺤﺎﺭﺙ ﺍﻟﻬﻤﺪﺍﻧﻲ
To al-Ḥārith (ibn ‘Abdillāh, al-A‘war) al-Hamdānī
 ﻭَﺍﻋْﺘَﺒِﺮْ ﺑِﻤَﺎ ﻣَﻀَﻰ ﻣِﻦَ ﺍﻟﺪﱡﻧْﻴَﺎ ﻟِـ ﻣَﺎ ﺑَﻘِﻲ، ﻭَﺻَﺪﱢﻕْ ﺑِﻤَﺎ ﺳَﻠَﻒَ ﻣِﻦَ ﺍﻟْﺤَﻖﱢ،ُ ﻭَﺣَﺮﱢﻡْ ﺣَﺮَﺍﻣَﻪ،ُ ﻭَﺃَﺣِﻞﱠ ﺣَﻼَﻟَﻪ،ُ ﻭَﺍﻧْﺘَﺼِﺤْﻪ،ِﻭَﺗَﻤَﺴﱠﻚْ ﺑِﺤَﺒْﻞِ ﺍﻟْﻘُﺮﺁﻥ
َ ﻭَﺃَﻛْﺜِﺮْ ﺫِﻛْﺮ. ّ ﻭَﻋَﻈﱢﻢِ ﺍﺳْﻢَ ﺍﷲِ ﺃَﻥْ ﺗَﺬْﻛُﺮَﻩُ ﺇِﻻﱠ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﺣَﻖ.ٌ ﻭَﺁﺧِﺮَﻫَﺎ ﻻَﺣِﻖٌ ﺑِﺄَﻭﱠﻟِﻬَﺎ! ﻭَﻛُﻠﱡﻬَﺎ ﺣَﺎﺋِﻞٌ ﻣُﻔَﺎﺭِﻕ،ً ﻓَﺈِﻥﱠ ﺑَﻌْﻀَﻬَﺎ ﻳُﺸْﺒِﻪُ ﺑَﻌْﻀﺎ،ﻣِﻨْﻬَﺎ
. ﻭَﻻَ ﺗَﺘَﻤَﻦﱠ ﺍﻟْﻤَﻮْﺕَ ﺇِﻻﱠ ﺑِﺸَﺮْﻁ ﻭَﺛِﻴﻖ،ِﺍﻟْﻤَﻮْﺕِ ﻭَﻣَﺎ ﺑَﻌْﺪَ ﺍﻟْﻤَﻮﺕ
Adhere to the rope of the Qur’ān and seek instructions from it. Regard its lawful as
lawful and its unlawful as unlawful. Testify the right that has been in the past. Take
lesson for the present condition of this world from the past (condition), because its
one phase resembles the other, and its end is to meet its beginning, and the whole
of it is to change and depart. Regard the name of Allāh as too great to mention Him,
save in the matter of right. Remember more often death, and (what is to come) after
death. Do not long for death except on a reliable condition.
،ِ ﻭَﻳُﺴْﺘَﺤَﻰ ﻣِﻨْﻪُ ﻓِﻲ ﺍﻟْﻌَﻼَﻧِﻴَﺔ، ﻭَﺍﺣْﺬَﺭْ ﻛُﻞﱠ ﻋَﻤَﻞِ ﻳُﻌْﻤَﻞُ ﺑِﻪِ ﻓِﻲ ﺍﻟﺴﱢﺮﱢ،َ ﻭَﻳُﻜْﺮَﻩُ ﻟِﻌَﺎﻣﱠﺔِ ﺍﻟْﻤُﺴْﻠِﻤِﻴﻦ،ِﻭَﺍﺣْﺬَﺭْ ﻛُﻞﱠ ﻋَﻤَﻞ ﻳَﺮْﺿَﺎﻩُ ﺻَﺎﺣِﺒُﻪُ ﻟِﻨَﻔْﺴِﻪ
 ﻭَﻻَ ﺗُﺤَﺪﱢﺙِ ﺍﻟﻨﱠﺎﺱَ ﺑِﻜُﻞﱢ ﻣَﺎ،ِ ﻭَﻻَ ﺗَﺠْﻌَﻞْ ﻋِﺮْﺿَﻚَ ﻏَﺮَﺿﺎً ﻟِﻨِﺒَﺎﻝِ ﺍﻟْﻘَﻮْﻝ.ُﻭﺍﺣْﺬَﺭْ ﻛُﻞﱠ ﻋَﻤَﻞ ﺇِﺫَﺍ ﺳُﺌِﻞَ ﻋَﻨْﻪُ ﺻَﺎﺣِﺒُﻪُ ﺃَﻧْﻜَﺮَﻩُ ﺃَﻭِ ﺍﻋﺘَﺬَﺭَ ﻣِﻨْﻪ
،ِ ﻭَﺍﺣْﻠُﻢْ ﻋِﻨْﺪَ ﺍﻟْﻐَﻀَﺐ،َ ﻭَﺍﻛْﻈِﻢِ ﺍﻟْﻐَﻴْﻆ.ً ﻓَﻜَﻔَﻰ ﺑِﺬﻟِﻚَ ﺟَﻬْﻼ،ِ ﻭَﻻَ ﺗَﺮُﺩﱠ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﺍﻟﻨﱠﺎﺱِ ﻛُﻞﱠ ﻣَﺎ ﺣَﺪﱠﺛُﻮﻙَ ﺑِﻪ،ً ﻓَﻜَﻔَﻰ ﺑِﺬﻟِﻚَ ﻛَﺬِﺑﺎ،ِﺳَﻤِﻌْﺖَ ﺑِﻪ
ِ ﻭَﻻَ ﺗُﻀَﻴﱢﻌَﻦﱠ ﻧِﻌْﻤَﺔً ﻣِﻦْ ﻧِﻌَﻢِ ﺍﷲ،َ ﻭَﺍﺳْﺘَﺼْﻠِﺢْ ﻛُﻞﱠ ﻧِﻌْﻤَﺔ ﺃَﻧْﻌَﻤَﻬَﺎ ﺍﷲُ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻚ.ُ ﺗَﻜُﻦْ ﻟَﻚَ ﺍﻟْﻌَﺎﻗِﺒَﺔ،ِ ﻭَﺍﺻْﻔَﺢْ ﻣَﻊَ ﺍﻟﺪﱠﻭْﻟَﺔ،ِﻭَﺗَﺠﺎﻭَﺯْ ﻋِﻨْﺪَ ﺍﻟﻤَﻘْﺪِﺭَﺓ
.َ ﻭَﻟْﻴُﺮَ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻚَ ﺃَﺛَﺮُ ﻣَﺎ ﺃَﻧْﻌَﻢَ ﺍﷲُ ﺑِﻪِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻚ،َﻋِﻨْﺪَﻙ
Avoid every action which the doer likes for his own self but dislikes for the Muslims
in general. Avoid every such action which is performed in secret and from which
shame is felt in the open. Also avoid that action about which if the doer is
questioned he himself regards it bad or offers excuses for it. Do not expose your
honour to be treated as the subject of people’s discussions. Do not relate to the
people all that you hear, for that would amount to falsehood. Do not contest all that
the people relate to you for that would mean ignorance. Kill your anger and forgive
when you have power (to punish). Show forbearance in the moment of rage, and
pardon in spite of authority; the eventual end will then be in your favour. Seek good
out of every favour that Allāh has bestowed on you, and do not waste any favour of
Allāh over you. The effect of Allāh’s favours over you should be visible on you.
.ُ ﻭَﻣَﺎ ﺗُؤﺧﱢﺮْﻩُ ﻳَﻜُﻦْ ﻟِﻐَﻴْﺮِﻙَ ﺧَﻴْﺮُﻩ،ُ ﻓَﺈِﻧﱠﻚَ ﻣَﺎ ﺗُﻘَﺪﱢﻡْ ﻣِﻦْ ﺧَﻴْﺮ ﻳَﺒْﻖَ ﻟَﻚَ ﺫُﺧْﺮُﻩ،ِﻭَﺍﻋْﻠَﻢْ ﺃَﻥﱠ ﺃَﻓْﻀَﻞَ ﺍﻟْﻤُؤْﻣِﻨِﻴﻦَ ﺃَﻓْﻀَﻠُﻬُﻢْ ﺗَﻘْﺪِﻣَﺔً ﻣِﻦْ ﻧَﻔْﺴِﻪِ ﻭَﺃَﻫْﻠِﻪِ ﻭَﻣَﺎﻟِﻪ
ْ ﻭَﺍﺣْﺬَﺭ،َ ﻭَﺍﺳْﻜُﻦِ ﺍﻻْﻣْﺼَﺎﺭَ ﺍﻟْﻌِﻈَﺎﻡَ ﻓَﺈِﻧﱠﻬَﺎ ﺟِﻤَﺎﻉُ ﺍﻟْﻤُﺴْﻠِﻤِﻴﻦ.ِ ﻓَﺈِﻥﱠ ﺍﻟﺼﱠﺎﺣِﺐَ َﻋْﺘَﺒَﺮٌ ِﺻَﺎﺣِﺒِﻪ،ُ ﻭَﻳُﻨْﻜَﺮُ ﻋَﻤَﻠُﻪ،ُﻭَﺍﺣْﺬَﺭْ ﺻَﺤَﺎﺑَﺔَ ﻣَﻦْ ﻳَﻔِﻴﻞُ ﺭَﺃْﻳﻪ
ِ ﻓَﺈِﻧﱠﻬَﺎ ﻣَﺤَﺎﺿِﺮُ ﺍﻟﺸﱠﻴْﻄَﺎﻥ،ِ ﻭَﺇِﻳﱠﺎﻙَ ﻭَﻣَﻘَﺎﻋِﺪَ ﺍﻻْﺳْﻮَﺍﻕ،َ ﻭَﺍﻗْﺼُﺮْ ﺭَﺃْﻳَﻚَ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﻣَﺎ ﻳَﻌْﻨِﻴﻚ،ِﻣَﻨَﺎﺯِﻝَ ﺍﻟْﻐَﻔْﻠَﺔِ ﻭَﺍﻟْﺠَﻔَﺎﺀِ ﻭَﻗِﻠﱠﺔَ ﺍﻻْﻋْﻮَﺍﻥِ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﻃَﺎﻋَﺔِ ﺍﷲ
.ِ ﻓﺈِﻥﱠ ﺫﻟِﻚَ ﻣِﻦْ ﺃَﺑْﻮَﺍﺏِ ﺍﻟﺸﱡﻜْﺮ،ِ ﻭَﺃَﻛْﺜِﺮْ ﺃَﻥْ ﺗَﻨْﻈُﺮَ ﺇِﻟَﻰ ﻣَﻦْ ﻓُﻀﱢﻠْﺖَ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪ.ِﻭَﻣَﻌَﺎﺭِﻳﺾُ ﺍﻟْﻔِﺘَﻦ

1/2

Nahjul Balagha - Letter Number 69
by Imam Ali (as)
www.balagha.app

Know that the most distinguished among the believers is he who is the most
forward of them in spending from himself, his family and his property, because
whatever good you send forward Will remain in store for you and the benefit of
whatever you keep behind will be derived by others. Avoid the company of the
person whose opinion is unsound and whose action is detestable, because a man
is judged after his companion. Live in big cities because they are collective centres
of the Muslims. Avoid places of neglectfulness and wickedness and places where
there are paucity of supporters for the obedience of Allāh. Confine your thinking to
matters which are helpful to you. Do not sit in the marketing centres because they
are the meeting-places of Satan, and targets of mischiefs. Frequently look at those
over whom you enjoy superiority because this is a way of giving thanks.
ِ  ﻓَﺈِﻥﱠ ﻃَﺎﻋَﺔَ ﺍ،َ ﻭَﺃَﻃِﻊِ ﺍﷲَ ﻓِﻲ ﺟُﻤَﻞِ ﺃُﻣُﻮﺭِﻙ.ِ ﺃَﻭْ ﻓِﻲ ﺃَﻣْﺮ ﺗُﻌْﺬَﺭُ ﺑِﻪ،ِﻭَﻻَ ﺗُﺴَﺎﻓِﺮْ ﻓِﻲ ﻳَﻮْﻡِ ﺟُﻤُﻌَﺔ ﺣَﺘّﻰ ﺗَﺸْﻬَﺪَ ﺍﻟﺼﱠﻼَﺓَ ﺇِﻻﱠ ﻓَﺎﺻِﻼً ﻓِﻲ ﺳَﺒِﻴﻞِ ﺍﷲ
ﷲ
،ِ ﺇِﻻﱠ ﻣَﺎ ﻛَﺎﻥَ ﻣَﻜْﺘُﻮﺑﺎً ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻚَ ﻣِﻦَ ﺍﻟْﻔَﺮِﻳﻀَﺔ، ﻭَﺧُﺬْ ﻋَﻔْﻮَﻫَﺎ ﻭَﻧَﺸَﺎﻃَﻬَﺎ، ﻭَﺍﺭْﻓُﻖْ ﺑِﻬَﺎ ﻭَﻻَ ﺗَﻘْﻬَﺮْﻫَﺎ،ِ ﻭَﺧَﺎﺩِﻉْ ﻧَﻔْﺴَﻚَ ﻓِﻲ ﺍﻟْﻌِﺒَﺎﺩَﺓ.ﻓَﺎﺿِﻠَﺔٌ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﻣَﺎ ﺳِﻮَﺍﻫَﺎ
َ ﻭَﺇِﻳﱠﺎﻙَ ﻭَﻣُﺼَﺎﺣَﺒَﺔ، ﻭَﺇِﻳﱠﺎﻙَ ﺃَﻥْ ﻳَﻨْﺰِﻝَ ﺑِﻚَ ﺍﻟْﻤَﻮْﺕُ ﻭَﺃَﻧْﺖَ ﺁﺑِﻖٌ ﻣِﻦْ ﺭَﺑﱢﻚَ ﻓِﻲ ﻃَﻠَﺐِ ﺍﻟﺪﱡﻧْﻴَﺎ.ﻓَﺈِﻧﱠﻪُ ﻻَ ﺑُﺪﱠ ﻣِﻦْ ﻗَﻀَﺎﺋِﻬَﺎ ﻭﺗَﻌَﺎﻫُﺪِﻫَﺎ ﻋِﻨْﺪَ ﻣَﺤَﻠﱢﻬﺎ
.ُ ﻭَﺍﻟﺴﱠﻼَﻡ،َ ﻓَﺈِﻧﱠﻪُ ﺟُﻨْﺪٌ ﻋَﻈِﻴﻢٌ ﻣِﻦْ ﺟُﻨُﻮﺩِ ﺇِﺑْﻠِﻴﺲ،َ ﻭَﺍﺣْﺬَﺭِ ﺍﻟْﻐَﻀَﺐ،ُ ﻭَﺃَﺣْﺒِﺐْ ﺃَﺣِﺒﱠﺎءَﻩ،َ ﻭَﻭَﻗﱢﺮِ ﺍﷲ.ٌ ﻓَﺈِﻥﱠ ﺍﻟﺸﱠﺮﱠ ﺑِﺎﻟﺸﱠﺮﱢ ﻣُﻠْﺤَﻖ،ِﺍﻟْﻔُﺴﱠﺎﻕ
Do not undertake a journey on Friday until you have attended the prayers, except
when you are going in the way of Allāh, or in an excusable matter. Obey Allāh in all
your affairs because Allāh’s obedience has precedence over all other things.
Deceive your heart into worshipping, persuade it and do not force it. Engage it (in
worshipping) when it is free and merry, except as regards the obligations enjoined
upon you, for they should not be neglected and must be performed at the five times.
Be on guard lest death comes down upon you while you have fled away from your
Lord in search of worldly pleasure. Avoid the company of the wicked because vice
adjoins vice. Regard Allāh as great, and love His lovers. Keep off anger because it
is one large army from Satan’s armies; and that is an end to the matter.
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