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ﻭﻣﻦ ﻛﺘﺎﺏ ﻟﻪ )ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺍﻟﺴﻼﻡ( ﺇﻟﻴﻪ ﺃﻳﻀﺎ
To Mu‘āwiyah
َ ﻭَﺇﻗْﺤَﺎﻣِﻚَ ﻏُﺮُﻭﺭ،َ ﻓَﻘَﺪْ ﺳَﻠَﻜْﺖَ ﻣَﺪَﺍﺭِﺝَ ﺃَﺳْﻼَﻓِﻚَ ﺑِﺎﺩﱢﻋَﺎﺋِﻚَ ﺍﻻْﺑﺎﻃِﻴﻞ،ِ ﻓَﻘَﺪْ ﺁﻥَ ﻟَﻚَ ﺃَﻥْ ﺗَﻨْﺘَﻔِﻊَ ﺑِﺎﻟﱠﻠﻤْﺢِ ﺍﻟْﺒَﺎﺻِﺮِ ﻣِﻦْ ﻋِﻴَﺎﻥِ ﺍﻻْﻣُﻮﺭ،ُﺃَﻣﱠﺎ ﺑَﻌْﺪ
ْ ﻭَﺟُﺤُﻮﺩﺍً ﻟِﻤَﺎ ﻫُﻮَ ﺃَﻟْﺰَﻡُ ﻟَﻚَ ﻣِﻦ، ﻓِﺮَﺍﺭﺍً ﻣِﻦَ ﺍﻟْﺤَﻖﱢ،َ ﻭَﺍﺑْﺘِﺰَﺍﺯِﻙَ ﻟِﻤَﺎ ﻗَﺪِ ﺍﺧْﺘُﺰِﻥَ ﺩُﻭﻧَﻚ،َ ﻭَﺑِﺎﻧْﺘِﺤَﺎﻟِﻚَ ﻣَﺎ ﻗَﺪْ ﻋَﻼَ ﻋَﻨْﻚ،ِﺍﻟْﻤَﻴْﻦِ ﻭَﺍﻻْﻛَﺎﺫِﻳﺐ
َ ﻭَﺑَﻌْﺪَ ﺍﻟْﺒَﻴَﺎﻥِ ﺇِﻻﱠ ﺍﻟﱠﻠﺒْﺲُ؟ ﻓَﺎﺣْﺬَﺭِ ﺍﻟﺸﱡﺒْﻬَﺔ،ُ ﻓَﻤَﺎﺫَﺍ ﺑَﻌْﺪَ ﺍﻟْﺤَﻖﱢ ﺇِﻻﱠ ﺍﻟﻀﱠﻼَﻝ،َ ﻭَﻣُﻠِﯩءَ ﺑِﻪِ ﺻَﺪْﺭُﻙ،َ ﻣِﻤﱠﺎ ﻗَﺪْ ﻭَﻋَﺎﻩُ ﺳَﻤْﻌُﻚ،َﻟَﺤْﻤِﻚَ ﻭَﺩَﻣِﻚ
. ﻭَﺃَﻏْﺸَﺖِ ﺍﻻْﺑْﺼَﺎﺭَ ﻇُﻠْﻤَﺘُﻬَﺎ، ﻓَﺈِﻥﱠ ﺍﻟْﻔِﺘْﻨَﺔَ ﻃَﺎﻟَﻤَﺎ ﺃَﻏْﺪَﻓَﺖْ ﺟَﻼَﺑِﻴﺒَﻬَﺎ،ﻭَﺍﺷْﺘِﻤﺎﻟَﻬَﺎ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﻟَﺒْﺴَﺘِﻬَﺎ
Now, this is the time [1] that you should derive benefit by observing a clear view of
the main matters, because you have been treading in the path of your forefathers in
making wrong claims, spreading false and untrue notions, claiming for yourself
what is far above you and demanding what is not meant for you, because you want
to run away from right and to revolt against what is more fastened to your flesh and
blood namely what has been heard by the depth of your ears and has filled your
chest. And after forsaking right there remains nothing except clear misguidance,
and after disregarding a (clear) statement there is nothing except confusion. You
should therefore guard (yourself) against doubts and its ill-effects of confusion,
because for a long time mischief has spread its veils and its gloom has blinded your
eyes.
 ﺃَﺻْﺒَﺤْﺖَ ﻣِﻨْﻬَﺎ،ٌ ﻭَﺃَﺳَﺎﻃِﻴﺮَ ﻟَﻢْ ﻳَﺤُﻜْﻬَﺎ ﻣِﻨْﻚَ ﻋِﻠْﻢٌ ﻭَﻻَ ﺣِﻠْﻢ،ِﻭَﻗﺪْ ﺃَﺗَﺎﻧِﻲ ﻛِﺘَﺎﺏٌ ﻣِﻨْﻚَ ﺫُﻭ ﺃَﻓﺎﻧِﻴﻦَ ﻣِﻦَ ﺍﻟْﻘَﻮْﻝِ ﺿَﻌُﻔَﺖْ ﻗُﻮَﺍﻫَﺎ ﻋَﻦِ ﺍﻟﺴﱢﻠْﻢ
 ﻭَﻳُﺤَﺎﺫَﻯ ﺑَﻬَﺎ،ُ ﺗَﻘْﺼُﺮُ ﺩﻭُﻧَﻬَﺎ ﺍﻻْﻧُﻮﻕ،ِ ﻧَﺎﺯِﺣَﺔِ ﺍﻻْﻋْﻼَﻡ،ِ ﻭَﺗَﺮَﻗﱠﻴْﺖَ ﺇِﻟَﻰ ﻣَﺮْﻗَﺒَﺔ ﺑَﻌِﻴﺪَﺓِ ﺍﻟْﻤَﺮَﺍﻡ،ِ ﻭَﺍﻟﺨَﺎﺑِﻂِ ﻓِﻲ ﺍﻟﺪﱢﻳﻤَﺎﺱ،ِﻛَﺎﻟْﺨَﺎﺋِﺾِ ﻓِﻲ ﺍﻟﺪﱠﻫَﺎﺱ
.ُﺍﻟْﻌَﻴﱡﻮﻕ
I have received your letter which is full of uncouth utterances which weaken the
cause of peace and nonsensical expressions which have not been prepared with
knowledge and forbearance. By reason of these things you have become like one
who is sinking in a marsh or groping in a dark place. You have raised yourself to a
position which is difficult to approach and devoid of any signs (to guide). Even the
royal kite cannot reach it. It is parallel to the ‘Ayyūq (the star Capella), in height.
ْ ﻭَﺍﻧْﻈُﺮ،َ ﺃَﻭْ ﺃُﺟْﺮِﻱَ ﻟَﻚَ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﺃَﺣَﺪ ﻣِﻨْﻬُﻢْ ﻋَﻘْﺪﺍً ﺃَﻭْ ﻋَﻬْﺪﺍً!! ﻓَﻤِﻦَ ﺍﻻْﻥَ ﻓَﺘَﺪَﺍﺭَﻙْ ﻧَﻔْﺴَﻚ،ًﻭَﺣَﺎﺵَ ﷲ ﺃَﻥْ ﺗَﻠِﻲَ ﻟِﻠْﻤُﺴْﻠِﻤِﻴﻦَ ﺑَﻌْﺪِﻱ ﺻَﺪْﺭﺍً ﺃَﻭْ ﻭِﺭْﺩﺍ
.ٌﻣُﻨِﻌْﺖَ ﺃَﻣْﺮﺍً ﻫُﻮَ ﻣِﻨْﻚَ ﺍﻟْﻴَﻮْﻡَ ﻣَﻘْﺒُﻮﻝ،ُ ﻓَﺈِﻧﱠﻚَ ﺇِﻥْ ﻓَﺮﱠﻃْﺖَ ﺣَﺘﱠﻰ ﻳَﻨْﻬَﺪَ ﺇِﻟَﻴْﻚَ ﻋِﺒَﺎﺩُ ﺍﷲِ ﺃُﺭْﺗِﺠَﺖْ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻚَ ﺍﻻْﻣُﻮﺭ،ﻟَﻬَﺎ
May Allāh forbid that you be in charge of people's affairs after my assuming
authority as Caliph, or that I issue an edict or document granting you authority over
any one of them. Therefore, from now onwards guard yourself and be watchful,
because if you recalcitrate till the people of Allāh (are forced to) rush upon you, then
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matters will be closed for you and whatever can be accepted from you today will not
be accepted then; and that is an end to the matter.

Footnote :
[1] At the end of the battle of the Khārijites, Mu‘āwiyah wrote a letter to Amīr almu’minīn wherein, as usual, he indulged in mud-throwing. In reply, Amīr almu’minīn wrote this letter in which he has tried to draw Mu‘āwiyah’s attention to the
clear facts about this very battle of the Khārijites, because this battle took place in
accordance with the prophecy of the Prophet while Amīr al-mu’minīn himself too
had said before the battle that besides the people of Jamal and Ṣiffīn he had to fight
against one more group and they were the “deviators” from the religion, namely the
Khārijites. The occurrence of this battle and the killing of the man with breasts
(Dhu’th-thudayyah) was a clear proof of Amīr al-mu’minīn being in the right. If
Mu‘āwiyah had not been obsessed with self-advertisement and lust for conquests,
and had not shut his eyes against the right like his forefathers Abū Sufyān and his
brother ‘Utbah he would have seen right and come on its path. But compelled by his
natural inclination he always evaded right and truth and kept himself blind to those
sayings of the Prophet which threw light on Amīr al-mu’minīn’s Imāmate and
vicegerency. Because of being with the Prophet in the farewell pilgrimage the
Prophet’s saying: “Of whomsoever I am the master, ‘Alī is his master” was not
hidden from him, and neither was the Prophet's saying that: “O’ ‘Alī you are to me
as Hārūn was to Mūsā,” because of his presence on the occasion of the battle of
Tabūk. In spite of all this, he passed his life in concealing right and encouraging
wrong. This was not due to any misunderstanding but it was his lust for power that
kept prompting him to suppress and trample truth and justice.
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