Nahjul Balagha - Letter Number 58
by Imam Ali (as)
www.balagha.app

ﻭﻣﻦ ﻛﺘﺎﺏ ﻟﻪ )ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺍﻟﺴﻼﻡ( ﻛﺘﺒﻪ ﺇﻟﻰ ﺃﻫﻞ ﺍﻷﻣﺼﺎﺭ ﻳﻘﺘﺺ ﻓﻴﻪ ﻣﺎ ﺟﺮﻯ ﺑﻴﻨﻪ ﻭﺑﻴﻦ ﺃﻫﻞ ﺻﻔﻴﻦ
Written to the people of various localities describing what took place between him
and the people of Ṣiffīn.
ْ ﻻَ ﻧَﺴْﺘَﺰِﻳﺪُﻫُﻢ،ٌ ﻭَﺩَﻋْﻮَﺗَﻨَﺎ ﻓِﻲ ﺍﻻْﺳْﻼَﻡِ ﻭَﺍﺣِﺪَﺓ،ٌ ﻭَﻧَﺒِﻴﱠﻨَﺎ ﻭَﺍﺣِﺪ،ٌ ﻭَﺍﻟﻈﱠﺎﻫِﺮُ ﺃَﻥﱠ ﺭَﺑﱠﻨَﺎ ﻭَﺍﺣِﺪ،ِﻭَﻛَﺎﻥَ ﺑَﺪْﺀُ ﺃَﻣْﺮِﻧَﺎ ﺃَﻧﱠﺎ ﺍﻟْﺘَﻘَﻴْﻨَﺎ ﻭَﺍﻟْﻘَﻮْﻡُ ﻣِﻦْ ﺃَﻫْﻞِ ﺍﻟﺸﱠﺎﻡ
ُ ﻭَﻧَﺤْﻦُ ﻣِﻨْﻪ،َ ﺇِﻻﱠ ﻣَﺎ ﺍﺧْﺘَﻠَﻔْﻨَﺎ ﻓِﻴﻪِ ﻣِﻦْ ﺩَﻡِ ﻋُﺜْﻤﺎﻥ،ٌ ﺍﻻْﻣْﺮُ ﻭَﺍﺣِﺪ، ﻭَﻻَ ﻳَﺴْﺘَﺰِﻳﺪُﻭﻧَﻨَﺎ،(ﻓِﻲ ﺍﻻْﻳﻤَﺎﻥِ ﺑﺎﷲِ ﻭَﺍﻟﺘﱠﺼْﺪِﻳﻖِ ﺑِﺮَﺳُﻮﻟِﻪِ )ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺁﻟﻪ
 ﻓَﻨَﻘْﻮَﻯ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﻭَﺿْﻊِ ﺍﻟْﺤَﻖﱢ،َ ﺣَﺘﱠﻰ ﻳَﺸْﺘَﺪﱠ ﺍﻻْﻣْﺮُ ﻭَﻳَﺴْﺘَﺠْﻤِﻊ،ِ ﻭَﺗَﺴْﻜِﻴﻦِ ﺍﻟْﻌَﺎﻣﱠﺔ،ِ ﺗَﻌَﺎﻟَﻮْﺍ ﻧُﺪَﺍﻭِ ﻣَﺎ ﻻَ ﻳُﺪْﺭَﻙُ ﺍﻟْﻴَﻮْﻡَ ﺑِﺈِﻃْﻔَﺎﺀِ ﺍﻟﻨﱠﺎﺋِﺮَﺓ:ﺑَﺮَﺍﺀٌ! ﻓَﻘُﻠْﻨَﺎ
.ُﻣَﻮَﺍﺿِﻌَﻪ
The whole thing began thus that we and the Syrians met in an encounter although
we believe in one and the same Allāh and the same Prophet, and our message in
Islam is the same. We did not want them to add anything in the belief in Allāh or in
acknowledging His Messenger (may Allāh bless him and his descendants) nor did
they want us to add any such thing. In fact, there was complete unity except that we
differed on the question of ‘Uthmān’s blood while we were uninvolved in it. We
suggested to them to appease the situation by calming the temporary irritation and
pacifying the people till matters settled down and stabilized when we would gain
strength to put matters right.
 ﻭَﻭَﺿَﻌَﺖْ ﻣَﺨَﺎﻟِﺒَﻬَﺎ،ْ ﻓَﻠَﻤﱠﺎ ﺿَﺮﱠﺳَﺘْﻨَﺎ ﻭَﺇِﻳﱠﺎﻫُﻢ.ْ ﻭَﻭَﻗَﺪَﺕْ ﻧِﻴﺮَﺍﻧُﻬَﺎ ﻭَﺣَﻤِﺸَﺖ،ْ ﺑَﻞْ ﻧُﺪَﺍﻭِﻳﻪِ ﺑِﺎﻟْﻤُﻜَﺎﺑَﺮَﺓِ! ﻓَﺄَﺑَﻮْﺍ ﺣَﺘﱠﻰ ﺟَﻨَﺤَﺖِ ﺍﻟْﺤَﺮْﺏُ ﻭَﺭَﻛَﺪَﺕ:ﻓَﻘَﺎﻟُﻮﺍ
ُ ﺣَﺘﱠﻰ ﺍﺳْﺘَﺒَﺎﻧَﺖْ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻬِﻢ، ﻭَﺳَﺎﺭَﻋْﻨَﺎﻫُﻢْ ﺇِﻟَﻰ ﻣَﺎ ﻃَﻠَﺒُﻮﺍ، ﻓَﺄَﺟَﺒْﻨَﺎﻫُﻢْ ﺇِﻟَﻰ ﻣَﺎ ﺩَﻋَﻮْﺍ،ِ ﺃَﺟَﺎﺑُﻮﺍ ﻋِﻨْﺪَ ﺫﻟِﻚَ ﺇِﻟَﻰ ﺍﻟﱠﺬﻱ ﺩَﻋَﻮْﻧَﺎﻫُﻢْ ﺇِﻟَﻴْﻪ،ْﻓِﻴﻨَﺎ ﻭَﻓِﻴﻬِﻢ
 ﻭَﻣَﻦْ ﻟَﺞﱠ ﻭَﺗَﻤَﺎﺩَﻯ ﻓَﻬُﻮَ ﺍﻟﺮﱠﺍﻛِﺲُ ﺍﻟﱠﺬِﻱ،ِ ﻓَﻤَﻦْ ﺗَﻢﱠ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﺫﻟِﻚَ ﻣِﻨْﻬُﻢْ ﻓَﻬُﻮَ ﺍﻟﱠﺬِﻱ ﺃَﻧْﻘَﺬَﻩُ ﺍﷲُ ﻣِﻦَ ﺍﻟْﻬَﻠَﻜَﺔ.ُ ﻭَﺍﻧْﻘَﻄَﻌَﺖْ ﻣِﻨْﻬُﻢُ ﺍﻟْﻤَﻌْﺬِﺭَﺓ،ُﺍﻟْﺤُﺠﱠﺔ
.ِ ﻭَﺻَﺎﺭَﺕْ ﺩَﺍﺋِﺮَﺓُ ﺍﻟﺴﱠﻮْﺀِ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﺭَﺃْﺳِﻪ،ِﺭَﺍﻥَ ﺍﷲُ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﻗَﻠْﺒِﻪ
They however said that they would settle it by war. Thus, they refused our offer and
consequently war spread its wings and came to stay. Its flames rose and became
strong. When the war had bitten us as well as them and pierced its talons into us as
well as them, they accepted what we had proposed to them. So, we agreed to what
they suggested and hastened to meet their request. In this way, the plea became
clear to them and no excuse was left to them. Now, whoever among them adheres
to this will be saved by Allāh from ruin, and whoever shows obstinacy and
insistence (on wrong) is the reverser whose heart has been blinded by Allāh and
evils will encircle his head.
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