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ﻭﻣﻦ ﻭﺻﻴﺔ ﻟﻪ )ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺍﻟﺴﻼﻡ( ﻟﻤﻌﻘﻞ ﺑﻦ ﻗﻴﺲ ﺍﻟﺮﻳﺎﺣﻲ ﺣﻴﻦ ﺃﻧﻔﺬﻩ ﺇﻟﻰ ﺍﻟﺸﺎﻡ ﻓﻲ ﺛﻼﺛﺔ ﺁﻻﻑ ﻣﻘﺪّﻣﺔً ﻟﻪ
Instructions given to Ma‘qil ibn Qays ar-Riyāḥī when he was dispatched to Syria at
the head of a vanguard contingent three thousand strong.
 ﻭَ َﻻ،ِ ﻭَﺭَﻓﱢﻪْ ﻓِﻲ ﺍﻟﺴﱠﻴْﺮ،ِﻐَﻮﱢﺭْ ﺑِﺎﻟﻨﱠﺎﺱ،ِ ﻭَﺳِﺮِ ﺍﻟْﺒَﺮْﺩَﻳْﻨ،َ ﻭَﻻَ ﺗُﻘَﺎﺗِﻠَﻦﱠ ﺇِﻻﱠ ﻣَﻦْ ﻗَﺎﺗَﻠَﻚ،ُ ﻭَﻻَ ﻣُﻨْﺘَﻬَﻰ ﻟَﻚَ ﺩُﻭﻧَﻪ،ِﺍﺗﱠﻖِ ﺍﷲَ ﺍﻟﱠﺬِﻱ ﻻَﺑُﺪّ ﻟَﻚَ ﻣِﻦْ ﻟِﻘَﺎﺋِﻪ
َ ﺃَﻭْ ﺣِﻴﻦ،ُ ﻓَﺈِﺫَﺍ ﻭَﻗَﻔْﺖَ ﺣِﻴﻦَ ﻳَﻨْﺒَﻄِﺢُ ﺍﻟﺴﱠﺤَﺮ،َ ﻭَﺭَﻭﱢﺡْ ﻇَﻬْﺮَﻙ،َ ﻓَﺄَﺭِﺡْ ﻓِﻴﻪِ ﺑَﺪَﻧَﻚ،ً ﻭَﻗَﺪﱠﺭَﻩُ ﻣُﻘَﺎﻣﺎً ﻻَ ﻇَﻌْﻨﺎ،ً ﻓَﺈِﻥﱠ ﺍﷲَ ﺟَﻌَﻠَﻪُ ﺳَﻜَﻨﺎ،ِﺗَﺴِﺮْ ﺃَﻭﱠﻝَ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻴْﻞ
،َ ﻭَﻻَ ﺗَﺪْﻥُ ﻣِﻦَ ﺍﻟْﻘَﻮْﻡِ ﺩُﻧُﻮﱠ ﻣَﻦْ ﻳُﺮﻳﺪُ ﺃَﻥْ ﻳُﻨْﺸِﺐَ ﺍﻟْﺤَﺮْﺏ،ً ﻓَﺈِﺫَﺍ ﻟَﻘِﻴﺖَ ﺍﻟْﻌَﺪُﻭﱠ ﻓَﻘِﻒْ ﻣِﻦْ ﺃَﺻْﺤَﺎﺑِﻚَ ﻭَﺳَﻄﺎ،ِ ﻓَﺴِﺮْ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﺑَﺮَﻛَﺔِ ﺍﷲ،ُﻳَﻨْﻔَﺠِﺮُ ﺍﻟْﻔَﺠْﺮ
.ْ ﻗَﺒْﻞَ ﺩُﻋَﺎﺋِﻬِﻢْ ﻭَﺍﻻْﻋْﺬَﺍﺭِ ﺇِﻟَﻴْﻬِﻢ،ْ ﻭَﻻَ ﻳَﺤْﻤِﻠَﻨﱠﻜُﻢْ ﺷَﻨَﺂﻧُﻬُﻢْ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﻗِﺘَﺎﻟِﻬِﻢ، ﺣَﺘﱠﻰ ﻳَﺄْﺗِﻴَﻚَ ﺃَﻣْﺮِﻱ،َﻭَﻻَ ﺗَﺒَﺎﻋَﺪْ ﻣﻨﻬﻢ ﺗَﺒَﺎﻋُﺪَ ﻣَﻦْ ﻳَﻬَﺎﺏُ ﺍﻟْﺒَﺄْﺱ
Fear Allāh before Whom attendance is inevitable, and with other than Whom there
is no meeting. Do not fight except with those who fight you. Travel in the two cool
periods (i.e., morning and evening). Let the men have a midday sleep. March easily
and do not travel during the early night for Allāh has made it for resting and has
ordained it for staying, nor for journeying. Therefore, give rest to your body in the
night and let your carrier-beasts also rest. When you are sure that morning has
appeared and when dawn has dawned, commence your journey with Allāh’s
blessings. If and when you face the enemy stand in the midst of your comrades. Do
not get too near the foe like one who wants to commence the fighting, nor remain
too distant like one who is afraid of action, till you receive my orders. Hatred for
them should not lead you to fight before inviting them (to guidance) and exhausting
your pleas before them.
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